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SPECIFICATION 

Electronic Version 1.2.8 
Stylesheet Version 1 .0 

RINSE SCREEN FOR A WATER 

BUCKET 

Background of Invention 

[0001] 

[0002] This invention relates to screens for wash buckets, and more specifically to a 
slanted platform supported on a skirt adapted to engage a bucket wall. 

[0003] It is commonplace to have bucket for cleaning, such as for washing a car or a 

floor. A cleaning cloth becoming dirty in use is rinsed in water in the bucket. Debris 
and dirt are thus transferred into the bucket and settle on the bucket bottom. When 
the cloth is again rinsed in the bucket, the cloth is subject to picking up that debris 
and the dirty water at the bucket bottom. It is advantageous to separate debris and 
dirtier water in the bucket bottom from the cloth being rinsed. 

[0004] 

Summary of Invention 

[0005] An object of the present invention is to provide a screen for use with a traditional 
wash bucket that assists a user in rinsing his washing cloth while effectively 
separating the cloth from dirty rinse water and debris in the bucket. This object is 
achieved in awash bucket screen having a slanting platform supported on a frustum 
skirt. The platform has a plurality of holes interspersed between raised ridges on the 
platform running radially generally toward its perimeter as an aid in releasing water 
from a cloth squeezed against the platform. 

[0006] 

To effectively prevent backsplash from the bucket bottom back through the 
screen, the holes taper from a diameter sized to readily collect water on the platform 
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top to a smaller hole diameter on the platform bottom. 

[0007] The skirt includes a flange on its distal end that engages the bucket wall. To 
accommodate a frustum bucket with changing wall diameter, the skirt flexes 
resiliently with the flange engaging the bucket wall and the skirt flexing inward as the 
screen is inserted in a bucket with decreasing diameter. To allow movement of the 
skirt, a plurality of slits extend vertically, opening at the skirt distal end, providing an 
effective splash shield between the skirt and the bucket wall. 

[0008] A plurality of vertical channels open between the platform and the skirt distal end 
to conduct water and debris flowing from the platform to the bucket bottom. 

[0009] A finger hole in the platform aids in removing the screen from the bucket. 

[001 0] The screen can be used with water in the bucket below the screen, in which case 
water from the washing cloth is squeezed into the bucket by aid of the screen. Fresh 
water is obtained elsewhere. The screen can also be used with water in the bucket 
above the screen, in which case the screen separates more dirty water and debris 
settling below the screen from cleaner water above the screen. The washing cloth is 
then rinsed in the cleaner water without stirring water below the screen into the cloth, 
the dirtier water being effectively blocked by the screen, causing a natural separation 
within the water. Upon each rinse of the cloth, dirty water, rocks and debris from a 
rinsed cloth settle through the screen holes into the bottom of the bucket, generally 
before the cloth is rinsed again in preparation for a subsequent cloth rinsing. 

Brief Description of Drawings 

[0011] FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the wash bucket screen of the present invention. 

[001 2] FIG. 2 is a top view of the wash bucket screen of FIG. 1 . 

[001 3] FIG. 3 is a bottom view of the wash bucket screen. 

[001 4] FIG. 4 is a side view of the wash bucket screen. 

[001 5] FIG. 5 is a cut-away view showing the screen in place in a bucket. 

[0016] 
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Detailed Description 

[001 7] The wash bucket screen 10 of the present invention is intended to be used in a 
typical cylindrical water bucket 1 00 having a bottom 101 and walls or a single 
cylindrical or frustum wall 1 02 though a rectangular screen for use with a rectangular 
bucket (not shown) is intended to be included in this disclosure. 

[001 8] The screen comprises a platform 1 2 supported on a skirt 1 4 depending from the 
platform 10. The platform 12 typically slants from a platform upper portion 1 5 to a 
platform lower portion 1 6. For example, the platform 1 2 in a preferred embodiment 
slants from the platform upper portion 14 at a first perimeter portion 1 8 to a platform 
lower portion 1 6 on a perimeter lower portion 22. The platform 10 includes a plurality 
of holes 24 therethrough that provides for water to pass through to the bucket 
bottom 1 01 . The platform 1 0 further comprises a plurality of ridges 26 disposed 
radially on the platform 1 2 from a center 28 to a platform perimeter 30. The ridges 26 
assist a user in rinsing water from a washing cloth. 

[0019] The skirt 14 supports the platform 1 2 above the bucket bottom 101 . The skirt 14 
is sized to extend to the bucket wall or walls 1 02 and flexes resiliently to adapt to the 
bucket wall or walls as the skirt extends to the wall or walls thus providing an 
effective splash shield between the screen and the bucket wall. A flange 32 on the 
skirt distal end 34 extends from the skirt 1 4 to engage the bucket wall 1 02. To allow 
the skirt 1 4 to flex and adapt to a changing bucket wall diameter, the skirt has vertical 
slits 36 opening to the skirt distal end 34 allowing the skirt 1 4 to bend resiliently as 
the flange 32 rides on the bucket wall 1 02. 

[0020] The platform 1 2 and skirt 14 also include channels 38 on the platform perimeter 
30 at lower perimeter portions 22 that extend along the skirt 14 to the skirt distal end 
34. Run-off and debris from the platform is received in the channels and routed it to 
the bucket bottom. 
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